
 

 

SENT BY ADAM 
 
From: Stephen Lowry [mailto:principal@waterford.sz]  
Sent: Wednesday, 25 March 2020 21:41 
To:  
Subject: [Waterford Kamhlaba] COVID-19: Update 11 (25 March 2020) 
 

Dear students, parents, teachers and all members of the Waterford Kamhlaba family 

COVID-19: Update 11 (25 March 2020) 

Many of you will have heard since my last COVID-19 update (in the newsletter on Monday) that South 
Africa has declared a lockdown, and Eswatini a partial lockdown effective from this Friday (27 March 2020). 
(There are links to these countries’ official COVID-19 websites for your reference on our own COVID-19 
website page.) 

This update serves to explain what these declarations mean for us as a school and to reassure you that with 
these local lock-downs all is fine here at Waterford. Remember, KEEP KAMHLABA STRONG! 

I have had no other news of students not getting back safely, although a few have experienced some 
difficulties. Herewith a heartening story (with some editing on my part): 

“(Katya) arrived safely home yesterday evening. Her flight from OR Tambo on Wednesday evening to 
London went smoothly. Things got a little hairy when the Lufthansa flight to Frankfurt she was boarding 
denied her because she didn’t have … (the relevant) … passport. Thankfully we were able to rebook her 
(flight) … Her bag is somewhere between (three cities) … and will be delivered, we hope, in the next few 
days. She is in good spirits and can't wait to return to school. She loves it. That is very heartening for us. I 
hope you and yours are well. Thank you for everything. Please let us know how we can help in this time of 
crisis. 

Definitely the KAMHLABA spirit. 

At the moment we have seven students left on campus. A few other students are with link families in 
Eswatini and have opted to stay with them. Some of the teaching and other staff have also opted to be 
elsewhere during this time. Life continues for all of us with the restrictions outlined by the Prime Minister 
of Eswatini in introducing the partial lockdown. We are in the process of structuring some guidelines for 
this local situation. Essentially campus is closed for the next three weeks. 

Please remember that Term 2 will start on 20 April and as time progresses I suspect this is likely to be as a 
virtual school. Our Online Teaching and Learning Update 01 on our e-learning page is in place on the 
website as reported in my newsletter on Monday.  

Lastly, there have been a few requests for clarity about when and how students can return to campus. 
Please note that because of the ever-changing situation in Eswatini, neighbouring countries and the world, 
we are unable to give any feedback on this at the moment. We are aware that this does not make planning 
easy, and we sympathise with your situations. We will take global conditions into account when we get to 
the stage of planning a return, and will share useful information as soon as we are able to do so. 

I am also very keen for everyone, especially the teachers and managers to have a break, as the toll of the 
last few weeks has been significant. Please therefore do not expect any communication from me for a 
while, unless I feel there is something significant to report on. Feel free though to email 
Covid19@waterford.sz if you need anything. This email will continue to be monitored. 

https://waterford.sz/coronavirus/
https://waterford.sz/education/e-learning/Online%20Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Update%2001.pdf


 

 

Kind regards 

Stephen Lowry 

Principal  
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